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Rabbi, parents, grandparents, relatives, and friends:

thank yeu all fer coming te help me celebrate my Bar-Mitzvah.
The Terah pertien that we will read temerrew is Behaalesecha
(Be-ha-a-let-eha). This pertiem er sedrah takes place in
the secend year of the Jewish peepls's 40 year jeurmey
in the desert. Because they had been threugh many hardships
»efere, they felt dissatisfied and rebellisus. Behaalesecha
has five chnp-torl, each telling abeut semething cempletely
= - —~—- ~gifferant. Chapter 8 tells abeut lighting the Memerah
o faer of +H¢_
and hew the Levites were inaugurated inte their servieces
in the sastusry. Chapter 9 tells abeut the supplementary
Passever servise fer peeple whe seuld net l:.l.'brl.‘bl the
regular ene, and in Chapter 10, G-d tells Meses te make
twe silver trumpeis te seund alarms and e¢all the peeple te
the tent of meeting.
Mest of. +the sedrah tells, im Chapters 1l and 12, hew the
Jewish peeple eemplainmed and rebelled during the jeurmey.
w
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After I read this Terah pertiem I asked:Why dees the

Terah tell us abeut the Memerah, the mest inpertant symbel
of the Jewish peeple, in a sedrah that is mainly sabeut
the peeple‘’s eemplaints?
First ef all, what is the meaning ef the Nemerah?
the same ene that is read en Chanukah,the

In my Hafterah, whimk iz x¥ms »axi

prephet Zeoharish said that he saw a visien ef:
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"A eandlestiek all of geld, with a bewl upsn the tep of

it, and it's seven lamps thereen,” in sther werds,a NMemersh,

When he asked the Angel of the Lerd what his visien meant,

K5 SRY s MR 9
‘DR —=RIC D NI ! &y

the Angel answered,”
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" This is the werd ef the Lerd unte Zerubbabel, saying,

‘net by might, nmer by pewer, but by my spirit.'"

The Memerah then represents inmer, er spiritual stremgthg
that is net evereeme by ferce or Preblems.Many times Jews
have been diseriminated against.There were pegroms in whieh
pPesple were beaten amd their Prepexrty destreyed.Mest families

all_these problems Jidnot giop
were very pampXs peer, alse, but

+Heem Crom w;:z Jews,
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The physieal ferces and the seeisl preblems did net win ever
their spiritual ferees.

Besldes spiritual strength, the Menersh alse represents
oo-cpontion.midou and eritieisms peacefully,and
equality amemg peeple.The idea ef ce-eperabien is shewn at
the very beginning ef the sedrah where it says,” ’7-);\,’)\,‘ TEB‘-’
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" Speak umte Aaren,and say unte him,* When theu lightest the

lamps,the seven lamps shall give light in fremt ef the sandle-
stiek.'" Aceording te the Talmud,the phrase,fgive light in
fremt of the sandlestisk”,meant that Aarem weuld arrange the
seven lamps se that they weuld give eut a ecembined blase of
light.This ean be eempared with peeple werking fer n commen
purpese,

By just leeking at the Menerah,we see equlity.Eaeh braneh
of the seven branched Memerah must be equal;neme ean be higher
or lewsr than any ether.If ene bransh isaduronnt‘:m:;olo

Menerah is Pesul,in etlar werds,unfit fer use.This ean alse

be applied te peeple.
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If enme persen im a greup considers himself better tham anyene
else in a greup, they canmet work,\an a whels.

Spreading ideas peacefully is shewn very simply. If a
Menerah is breught inte a dark reem, the light seawvters the
darkness witheut viol.neofl;:;d the Menerah is emly allewed
te burn elive eil and the elive is the symbel ef pease.

New that we hogl what the Mgnerah represents, we ecan take
a lesk at the cemplaints and see what, if any, conmestion

there is.

First, the peeple ee mplained absut met having any meat te

eat. They were net imterested im ?ﬂ-—‘%
?%M¢otﬁu meat. Later, Miriam

creficieeot
luu bcuuu Bh had married a weman of a different

Doatarmand

’ She said that he was puttimg himself adeve the rest
of the peeple. Aetually, she was putting herself abeve Meses
wife., She was alse spreading her ideas by falsé accudatiens,
net by peaseful meams. Fimally, she was preventing se-epematien
between herself and Meses.
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The reasen then,that the Terah tells us abeut the
Menerah in the same sedrah as/%:ct;}igl:?:u:obellhns and
cemplaints is te shew what we must de te selve eur preblems
and what happens if we den®t.If a persen fellews the example
of the Menerahm by ce-sperating with ethers,spreading his
ideas peacefully,xmi knewing that he is equal te everyene
else,and having spiritual astrength,he has am =i great ad-
vantage in taking eare ef his preblems.The peeple in timm the
desert,hewever,did net try te selve their preblem of getting
meat te eat this way.They did net ee-eperate in trying te
f£ind meat,they cemplained te Meses.They did net ask him
nicely,they sat in fremt ef their tents and whined.They
were net interested in equality er spiritual things,each
persen was emly interested in getting meat fer himself.
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As a result,they feught and didn't

sscomplish anything.

In the future,I heps that I will always remember the
lessens ef the Memerah.I will try te selve my preblems by
co-eperating with ethers instead ef ecemplaining,GIve my
viewpeint y witheut using vielemes er lies,and ecensider
others my $quals.Abeve all,I heps that I %ill have the inmer
strenghs t¢ éverceme any preblems ﬁmt nl u-i{t have.If I
de,I am sure that I will net M make the mistakes ef the
peeple in the desert.

I think that new weuld be a geed time te thank several
peeple My parents,for all that they have dene fer me in the
past 13 years amd all that they will de fer me im years te
come,ny grandparents amit for xiX the leve and attentlen they
have given me,and Rabbi Radimsky far tesshing me fer 6 years

in Hebrew seheel,and whe spent the last ten memths preparing
me for this day,l'm okel Th all of fou were sl v come PO
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